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Jane Meares, Clifton Chambers, Wellington
Jane is a commercial barrister, with a wide range of public and commercial 
experience.  Before joining the independent bar she was the chief legal adviser 
at the Treasury, the Treasury Solicitor.  Jane currently advises public and private 
sector clients on a range of commercial and public law matters, including on 
the interpretation and application of public sector statutes, as well as assisting 
with the development of legislation and the negotiation of complex commercial 
transactions.  She has undertaken a number of independent enquiries and reviews, 
and, along with a number of other governance roles, is currently the Chief 
Commissioner of the Transport Accident Investigation Commission.

Victoria Casey QC, Thorndon Chambers, Wellington
Victoria has a broad civil litigation practice with a particular focus on public law 
and the interface between public and commercial law. She joined the independent 
bar in 2012 and was appointed Queen’s Counsel in 2016.

Simon Jensen, Buddle Findlay, Wellington
Simon is a corporate and finance lawyer who specialises in financial sector 
regulation, payments and clearing systems, and projects and advice for financial 
institutions. He has over 25 years’ experience in the payments sector and is 
regarded as New Zealand’s most experienced payments lawyer.
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Tai is an Associate in the Māori Business Law team specialising in commercial and 
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negotiations. Prior to joining Kensington Swan, he worked as a junior lecturer at 
the Faculty of Law at Victoria University of Wellington. Tai’s tribal affiliations are 
Waikato and Te Paatu.

Ben Keith, Thorndon Chambers, Wellington
Ben’s principal fields of expertise are in administrative, constitutional, human 
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Ben is a member of the New Zealand Law Society Public and Administrative Law 
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Cassie is the Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel (Drafting) and has been at the 
Parliamentary Counsel Office since 1999. She has led the Law Drafting group 
since 2016. Cassie has worked on many complex legislative reforms, including in 
policy on secondment to MBIE. She has a strong interest in regulatory design, is a 
member of the Legislation Design and Advisory Committee, and regularly presents 
on issues of legislative design.

Jonathan Robinson, Parliamentary Counsel Office, Wellington
Jonathan was appointed Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel (Director Access 
to Legislation) at the Parliamentary Counsel Office in August 2016. Previously, 
he was Executive Director of Resources and Legal Services at the Environment 
Agency in England. Jonathan is admitted in England and New Zealand, and his 
previous roles include Chief Legal Adviser at the Ministry of Social Development 
(NZ), the Department of Communities and Local Government (UK), and at the 
Environment Agency (England).

Andrew Royle, State Services Commission (on secondment to 
Government Legal Network), Wellington
Andrew is currently on secondment to Crown Law as Principal Advisor at the 
Government Legal Network. In his role at the Commission, Andrew is responsible 
for undertaking inquiries under delegation on behalf of the Commissioner or other 
agencies; for supporting others that are doing so; and for helping other government 
agencies set up and run their own inquiries.
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David leads the team responsible for carrying out inquiries for the Auditor-General 
and has been involved in the development of the process for performing that 
function. Before joining the Office of the Auditor-General in 2015, he was a Crown 
Counsel in the Public Law Group at Crown Law providing tax and commercial 
representation and advice to Government Departments and crown agencies.

Adam Tapsell, Kensington Swan, Wellington
Adam Tapsell is a solicitor in the Māori Business Group at Kensington Swan. 
His iwi affiliations are Ngāti Whakaue and Te Arawa. He provides advice to 
predominantly Māori clients on corporate/commercial and resource management 
issues. He has worked with a range of different Māori clients and issues in this 
area, including the development of social housing, the implementation of 
eco-tourism and honey businesses, and the implementation of a freshwater crayfish 
farm.
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